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Public Service Announcement

Importance of Safe Store to Keep Communities Safe

Start Date: July 15, 2025
End Date: July 31, 2025
Nunavut-wide 60 sec

The Government of Nunavut is reminding residents that safely storing medications,
alcohol and firearms is essential to protecting our families and communities. These
items can support health, safety and well-being when used responsibly but when left
unsecured, can pose serious risks, especially to children and youth.

Alcohol and medications can cause harm if misused or accidentally consumed. To
reduce the risk, store all alcohol and medications in a secure location, either locked or
out of reach. Return any unused or expired medications to a pharmacy or Community
Health Centre for proper disposal.

Firearms also require great responsibility. Always treat every firearm as if it is loaded.
When not in use, firearms must be stored in a locked cabinet or secure container, with a
trigger lock in place and out of reach of children or others who should not have access.
Trigger locks are available for free at local RCMP detachments, hunters and trappers
organizations, or hunters and trappers association offices. Nunavummiut are reminded
that ammunition must always be stored separately from firearms in a locked container.
Never leave a loaded firearm unattended and never mix firearms with drugs or alcohol.
Taking a firearm safety course is another valuable way to protect yourself and those
around you.

Take time to review your home and speak with your family about the importance of safe
and responsible storage.



If you or someone you know is struggling, you are not alone. Support is available 24
hours a day. Talk to someone you trust or reach out to one of the following free,
confidential services:

e 9-8-8: Suicide Crisis Helpline
o Call or text 9-8-8 anytime for support.
 Nunavut Kamatsiaqtut Help Line
o Call 1-800-265-3333 for anonymous, confidential support. Inuktitut
available upon request.
e Kids Help Phone
o For youth. Call 1-800-668-6868, text TALK to 686868, or visit
kidshelpphone.ca for live chat.
o Hope for Wellness Help Line
o For Indigenous peoples across Canada. Call 1-855-242-3310 or visit
hopeforwellness.ca for live chat. Inuktitut available upon request.

Visit the GN website for additional mental health resources.

You are not alone, and help is always available. If you or someone you know is in crisis,
call the RCMP or go to your local health centre or hospital immediately.
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Public Service Announcements are available in Inuktitut, English, Inuinnaqtun and French on www.gov.nu.ca.
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Les messages d’intérét public sont disponibles en inuktitut, en anglais, en inuinnaqgtun et en frangais au www.gov.nu.ca.
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